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General, and the Foreign Minister—Slawek, Rydz-Smigly, and
Beck—for an exchange of views on the situation. This conference
was something new; its significance lay in the fact that the
President, qua President, appeared in it as the veritable Chief
of the State contemplated by the New Constitution, and not as
an ornamental figurehead, as was more or less the case under
the Constitution of 1921. He was now directing policy, not merely
giving a rubber-stamp adhesion to it, and his recent orations in
Warsaw and Cracow showed that his policy in foreign as well
as domestic affairs could be no other than that of Pilsudski.
It was impossible to believe that Slawek, Rydz-Smigly, or Beck
would seek to depart from that policy. Its central point was the
Ten-years Pact with Germany.
On May 21 Hitler made a speech in the Reichstag on the
European situation, and said, referring to Poland, that he was pre-
pared to renew the pact with her over and over again; and Warsaw
was well satisfied with this statement. Hitler declared he was
ready to conclude pacts of non-aggression with all neighbouring
States, except Lithuania, because of her oppression of the Memel-
landers—it happened that the death sentences passed on the
Memellanders at the Kovno trial were commuted on May 19 by
President Smetona. On May 30 the Gazeta Polska published
an inspired article in which it stated that the Polish Government
appreciated the declaration of Hitler, and another by Litvinoff,
regarding the great value of the Ten-years Pact and of the Non-
aggression pact with the Soviet to their respective countries and
to Poland, who would continue to attach the utmost importance
to these fundamental pacts. Poland had found bilateral pacts
best, and would follow the same method in future. However,
it was to be observed that on the previous day Moscicki had given
a warm assurance of the validity and vitality of the Franco-Polish
alliance when he received Noel, the new French Ambassador,
in Warsaw. The plain meaning of all this was that there was
no change in Polish foreign policy, which was one of balance
between Germany and the Soviet, with the French alliance
maintained as before. It was a little unfortunate that French
parliamentary instability was once again, exhibited at this juncture,

